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Gandhi now tried to become as self-reliant as possible. On the
boat bringing the family to South Africa, one of his sons had broken
his arm. Gandhi instead of taking him to a qualified doctor treated
the wound daily with a clean earth poultice. Within a month the
wound was completely healed and his faith in earth treatment was
strengthened. He tried his treatment in cases of wounds, fevers,
dyspepsia, jaundice and other complaints, with great success on
most occasions. Some of his clients and even strangers had faith in
his nature cure treatment.
As a part of education Gandhi expected his children to assist in
grinding corn and cleaning the closet. He had made no arrangement
for private tuition for his children, nor were they sent to any school.
He used to get them to walk with him daily to the office and back
home. And during these walks Gandhi tried to instruct them by
conversation strictly in Gujarati. Having English friends in the
family and because of their stay in an English-speaking country, the
children learnt to speak and write English with fair ease.
Although Gandhi was well settled in Johannesburg, he along with
his intimate co-workers wanted to shift to Phoenix and work there
on the field. Therefore, he thought that he should get his bachelor
friends married as early as possible, as they wanted to become
farmers. By the end of 1905 he got most of his workers married and
encouraged and helped the Indian colleagues to send for their
families from home.
Gandhi's philosophy of life was mirrored in his speech delivered at
the Theosophical Lodge of Johannesburg. Gandhi said he had come
to the conclusion that theosophy was Hinduism in theory and that
Hinduism was theosophy in practice. There were many admirable
works in theosophical literature which one might read with the
greatest profit, but it appeared to him that too much stress had been
laid upon mental and intellectual studies, upon argument, upon the
development of occult powers, and that the central idea of theosophy,
the brotherhood of mankind and the moral growth of man had
been lost sight of in these. He did not wish to suggest that such
studies had no place in a man's life, but he thought that they should
follow, not precede, the absolutely certain course which was neces-
sary for every life. There were certain maxims of life which they had
to weave into their very being, before they could at all follow the
great scriptures of the world.